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Course Description 
 
Social Studies is “the subject that provides the ‘integrated study of social sciences and humanities to 
promote civic competence.’” Moreover, in order for individuals to “make sense of the world, students 
need to analyze people, places, events, and issues from multiple perspectives, across times, finding 
relationships with, and implications for their own everyday experiences.”1  It is, therefore, the purpose of 
the social studies department, to provide students opportunities for meaningful development and 
application of skills and dispositions to be used within and between academic disciplines. As such, 
students will acquire and hone skills needed for participation in democratic society, for developing 
interpersonal relationships, and providing the capability to succeed in their personal and professional 
endeavors upon the completion of their education within the Hoboken Public Schools. 

 
Course Resources 
 

1. TimeLinks 
2. US Political Map (http://mapsof.net/uploads/static-

maps/map_of_the_united_states_of_america.gif) 
3. US Wildlife Map (http://www.infomercantile.com/images/thumb/9/90/United-States-Illustrated-

Wildlife-Map.jpg/800px-United-States-Illustrated-Wildlife-Map.jpgHoboken History 
(https://www.hobokenmuseum.org/history/short-history-of-hoboken 

 
Pacing Guide 
 

Unit One:  Geographic Perspective of the 
United States 

8 Weeks 

Unit Two:  The Northeast, Town Life, & City 
Life 

8 Weeks 

Unit Three:  The Southeast 8 Weeks 
Unit Four:  The Midwest   

8 Weeks 
Unit Five:  The Southwest  8 Weeks  

Unit Six:  The West 8 Weeks  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

																																																								
	



 
Unit 1 – Geographic	Perspective	of	the	United	States 
Unit 1 September  
 
Unit 1 Overview  
Students will engage in the importance of understanding mapping and how it impacts the movement of 
groups of settlers holistically across one remote area to another.  Moreover, students will engage in 
mapping skills in order to understand how groups navigated from one place to another.   
 
Essential Questions 
 
➢ How are the five themes of geography applicable to our daily lives? 
➢ How can one mentally map a given area?  
➢ How do we use maps to help us in our study of the regions of the United States? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

	
➢ Students will be able to explore how geographers use different types of maps to categorize and 

understand the different regions of the U.S.  This includes physical landforms, the economy, and 
culture of each region. 

➢ Students will be able to understand that knowing one’s surroundings and being able to map out a 
given area are essential skills to have. 

➢ Students will be able to discover that understanding how each of the five themes of geography 
matters in our daily lives and to a given society makes individuals more informed citizens.  

	
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of 
tasks including solving problems. 

Ø 8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include 
graphics, symbols and/ or pictures. 

 
Standards 
	

Ø RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text. 

Ø RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 

Ø RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, 
including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 

Ø RI.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a 
text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 

Ø RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 

Ø RI.4.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; 
describe the differences in focus and the information provided. 

Ø RI.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

Ø RI.4.8 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the 



information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 
Ø RI.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the 

subject knowledgeably. 
Ø W.4.1.A-D. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 

information. 
Ø W.4.2.A-E. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly. 
Ø W.4.3.A-E. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 
Ø W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1-3 above.). 

Ø W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command 
of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 4). 

Ø W.4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. 

Ø W.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different 
aspects of a topic. 

Ø W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and 
digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. 

Ø W.4.9.A-B. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research.  

 
Differentiation 
Approaching: Modify level of questioning, extended wait time, visual cues and manipulatives, oral 
responses, collaborative role play, shortened guided assignments, repetition and recall, collaborate with 
higher level learners 
 
Above: Increase complexity of questioning, detailed written journal entries, compare and contrast key 
ideas and concepts, lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions, create authentic 
projects, collaborative role play, compose an alternative ending 
Assessments 

 
1. Performance Based Assessments 
2. Discussions 
3. Projects  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
Unit 2 The	Northeast,	Town	Life,	and	City	Life 
October-November  
 
Unit 2 Overview   



Students will be able to view the differences and similarities between City and Town Life.  Moreover, 
students will understand the layout of the Northeast from the lower to upper regions and how trade and 
movement affected economic advantages.   
 
Essential Questions 
 
➢ How does geographic factors make places desirable to different people? 
➢ How does population density in the Northeast affect the lives of the people who live there? 
➢ How and why did this region become densely populated over time? 
➢ How can dense population and associated challenges of development be managed geographically, 

economically, and environmentally in the Northeast? 
 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

 
➢ Students will be able to understand the specific location within a region determines individuals’ 

ways of life. 
➢ Students will be able to discover that innovation linked to the region’s geography has led to 

development of big cities. 
➢ Students will be able to understand that development and large populations have created 

environmental challenges to the Northeast. 
 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of 
tasks including solving problems. 

Ø 8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include 
graphics, symbols and/ or pictures. 

Standards 
	

Ø RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text. 

Ø RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 

Ø RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, 
including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 

Ø RI.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a 
text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 

Ø RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 

Ø RI.4.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; 
describe the differences in focus and the information provided. 

Ø RI.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

Ø RI.4.8 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

Ø RI.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the 
subject knowledgeably. 

Ø W.4.1.A-D. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information. 



Ø W.4.2.A-E. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 

Ø W.4.3.A-E. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

Ø W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1-3 above.). 

Ø W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command 
of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 4). 

Ø W.4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. 

Ø W.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different 
aspects of a topic. 

Ø W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and 
digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. 

Ø W.4.9.A-B. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research.  

 
Differentiation 
Approaching- 
- modify level of questioning 
- extended wait time 
- visual cues and manipulatives 
- oral responses 
-  collaborative role play- 
-  repetition and recall 
- shortened guided assignments 
- collaborate with a higher level learner 
Above- 
-  Increase complexity of questioning 
- detailed written journal entries 
- compare and contrast key ideas and concepts 
-  collaborative role play 
- lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions 
- create authentic projects 
- collaborate with a lower level learner 
- composing an alternative ending 
 
Assessments 

 
Ø Performance Based Assessments 
Ø Projects 
Ø Discussions  

 
 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 



and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 3 – The Southeast   
December-January  
 
Unit 3 Overview  
Students will understand how geographical conditions affect a region’s economy.  Students will take a 
virtual fieldtrip to the Southwest to explore the different goods and services that they would engage in 
during the 1800’s and 1900’s.   
 
Essential Questions 
➢ How does the geography of the Southeast impact the region’s economy? 
➢ How does geography contribute to the cultural diversity and uniqueness of the South? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
➢ Students will understand that because the Southeast is situated near large bodies of water, many 

places in the region, its natural resources, and transportation mechanisms for economic prosperity 
are affected by its locale.  

➢ Students will be able to explore that due to various, unique cultural traits characterize the 
diversity of the Southeast.  These influences, stemming from geographic forces, are represented 
by the music, food, language, and customs of the Southeast.	

 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of 
tasks including solving problems. 

Ø 8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include 
graphics, symbols and/ or pictures. 

 
Standards 

Ø RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text. 

Ø RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 

Ø RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, 
including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 

Ø RI.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a 
text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 

Ø RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 

Ø RI.4.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; 
describe the differences in focus and the information provided. 

Ø RI.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

Ø RI.4.8 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 



diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

Ø RI.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the 
subject knowledgeably. 

Ø W.4.1.A-D. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information. 

Ø W.4.2.A-E. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 

Ø W.4.3.A-E. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

Ø W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1-3 above.). 

Ø W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command 
of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 4). 

Ø W.4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. 

Ø W.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different 
aspects of a topic. 

Ø W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and 
digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. 

Ø W.4.9.A-B. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research.  

 
Differentiation 
 
Approaching- 
- modify level of questioning 
- extended wait time 
- visual cues and manipulatives 
- oral responses 
-  collaborative role play- 
-  repetition and recall 
- shortened guided assignments 
- collaborate with a higher level learner 
Above- 
-  Increase complexity of questioning 
- detailed written journal entries 
- compare and contrast key ideas and concepts 
-  collaborative role play 
- lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions 
- create authentic projects 
- collaborate with a lower level learner 
- composing an alternative ending 
 
Assessments 
 

Ø Performance Based Assessments 
Ø Projects 



Ø Discussions  
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
Unit 4 – The	Midwest		  
Feb-March  
 
Unit 4 Overview  
Students will understand how geographical conditions affect a region’s economy.  Students will take a 
virtual fieldtrip to the Midwest to explore the different goods and services that they would engage in 
during the 1800’s and 1900’s.  Last, students will look at primary and secondary sources to view if this 
region is a general representation of America’s culture.   
 
Essential Questions 
 
➢ How has agriculture shaped the Midwest?  
➢ How does this region’s waterways and transportation system influence the economy and culture? 
➢ How is this region a general representation of America’s culture?  

Essential Learning Outcomes 
 
➢ Students will be able to discover that agriculture has changed greatly over time, yet the abundant 

land resources and human capital devoted to this industry in the Midwest continually define our 
nation’s economy, culture, and society in many ways.  

➢ Students will be able to understand that the intricate and strategic transportation systems in the 
Midwest have led to urbanization, advancement of technology, and economic and cultural 
growth. 

➢ Students will learn how the Midwest is a general representation of America’s culture through 
their traditions and policies.  

Technology Infusion 
Ø 8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of 

tasks including solving problems. 
Ø 8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include 

graphics, symbols and/ or pictures. 
 
Standards 

Ø RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text. 

Ø RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 

Ø RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, 
including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 

Ø RI.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a 
text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 

Ø RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 



Ø RI.4.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; 
describe the differences in focus and the information provided. 

Ø RI.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

Ø RI.4.8 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

Ø RI.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the 
subject knowledgeably. 

Ø W.4.1.A-D. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information. 

Ø W.4.2.A-E. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 

Ø W.4.3.A-E. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

Ø W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1-3 above.). 

Ø W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command 
of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 4). 

Ø W.4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. 

Ø W.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different 
aspects of a topic. 

Ø W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and 
digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. 

Ø W.4.9.A-B. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research.  

 
Differentiation 
 
Approaching- 
- modify level of questioning 
- extended wait time 
- visual cues and manipulatives 
- oral responses 
-  collaborative role play- 
-  repetition and recall 
- shortened guided assignments 
- collaborate with a higher level learner 
Above- 
-  Increase complexity of questioning 
- detailed written journal entries 
- compare and contrast key ideas and concepts 
-  collaborative role play 
- lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions 
- create authentic projects 
- collaborate with a lower level learner 



 
Assessments 
Performance Based Assessments 
Class Participation  
Discussions  
 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
Unit 5 – The Southwest    
March-April  
 
Unit 5 Overview  
In Unit 5, students will research the positive opportunities that were evident for those who traveled to the 
Southwest.  Through this research, students will learn about how the economy was vibrant for some and 
not so much for others.  Next, students will also learn about the challenges of migrating to the Southwest 
(i.e. dry weather equated to cropping concerns.)   
 
Essential Questions 
 
➢ How are the resources of the Southwest assisted with upward mobility across socioeconomic 

groups? 
➢ How have people adapted the environment of the Southwest? What opportunities and challenges 

exist in the Southwest? 
 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
➢ Students will understand that much of the Southwest is dry and flat and lacks freshwater. There is 

an abundance of other resources, like oil. 
➢ Students will understand that the Southwest is a mixture of many cultures, and people have had to 

adapt to each other and their environment. 
➢ Students will discover that opportunities and challenge arise for those living in the Southwest; 

however the way that they are combatted are different amongst varying groups.   
 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of 
tasks including solving problems. 

Ø 8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include 
graphics, symbols and/ or pictures. 

Standards 
	

Ø RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text. 

Ø RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 

Ø RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, 



including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 
Ø RI.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a 

text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 
Ø RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 
Ø RI.4.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; 

describe the differences in focus and the information provided. 
Ø RI.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 

diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

Ø RI.4.8 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

Ø RI.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the 
subject knowledgeably. 

Ø W.4.1.A-D. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information. 

Ø W.4.2.A-E. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 

Ø W.4.3.A-E. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

Ø W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1-3 above.). 

Ø W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command 
of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 4). 

Ø W.4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. 

Ø W.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different 
aspects of a topic. 

Ø W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and 
digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. 

Ø W.4.9.A-B. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research.  

 
 
Differentiation 
Approaching- 
- modify level of questioning 
- extended wait time 
- visual cues and manipulatives 
- oral responses 
-  collaborative role play- 
-  repetition and recall 
- shortened guided assignments 
- collaborate with a higher level learner 
Above- 
-  Increase complexity of questioning 
- detailed written journal entries 



- compare and contrast key ideas and concepts 
-  collaborative role play 
- lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions 
- create authentic projects 
- collaborate with a lower level learner 
 
Assessments 

Ø Class participation 
Ø Discussions demonstrating knowledge of subject matter 
Ø Performance-Based Assessment 

 
 
 
 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
Unit 6 – The West    
May-June 
 
Unit 6 Overview  
Students will engage in the Westward Movement.  Through the movement, the whole notion of “the 
California Gold Rush” will be explored.   
 
Essential Questions 
 
➢ How will the natural environment be preserved for its aesthetic qualities even if it means 

spending more money?  
➢ How is the life of migrants different from people who own or rent a home? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
➢ Students will be able to discover how the government has identified many locations in the West 

as sites for national preservation.  In times of economic hardship, the tradeoff between 
preservation and development are scrutinized.  

➢ Students will be able to understand how migrant workers are key contributors to the U.S. 
economy, and the movement they experience is both a unique and challenging way of life. 

 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of 
tasks including solving problems. 

Ø 8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include 
graphics, symbols and/ or pictures. 

Standards 
	

Ø RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 



when drawing inferences from the text. 
Ø RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 

summarize the text. 
Ø RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, 

including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 
Ø RI.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a 

text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 
Ø RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 
Ø RI.4.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; 

describe the differences in focus and the information provided. 
Ø RI.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 

diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

Ø RI.4.8 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

Ø RI.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the 
subject knowledgeably. 

Ø W.4.1.A-D. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information. 

Ø W.4.2.A-E. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 

Ø W.4.3.A-E. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

Ø W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1-3 above.). 

Ø W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command 
of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 4). 

Ø W.4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. 

Ø W.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different 
aspects of a topic. 

Ø W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and 
digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. 

Ø W.4.9.A-B. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research.  
 

Differentiation 
Approaching- 
- modify level of questioning 
- extended wait time 
- visual cues and manipulatives 
- oral responses 
-  collaborative role play- 
-  repetition and recall 
- shortened guided assignments 
- collaborate with a higher level learner 



Above- 
-  Increase complexity of questioning 
- detailed written journal entries 
- compare and contrast key ideas and concepts 
-  collaborative role play 
- lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions 
- create authentic projects 
- collaborate with a lower level learner 
 
Assessments 

Ø Class participation 
Ø Discussions demonstrating knowledge of subject matter 
Ø Performance-Based Assessment 

 
 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
 


